How People Will Replace Machines 


By THEODORE J. 
KACZYNSKI 

The science of genetics is 
making rapid strides toward 
the genetic engineering of 
human beings as a practical 
possibility. Few non- 
geneticists have fully grasped 
the fact that genetic engineer- 
ing holds the solution to all 
the world's problems. Con- 
sider the population problem, 
for example. In fifteen years 
or so, science will be able to 
create a race of people three 
feet or less in height, but with 
normal-sized heads to accom- 
modate normal-sized brains. 
By reducing their stature to 
one half, we will be reducing 
their weight to one eighth of 
its former value, Thus the 
amount of oxygen, food, etc. 
that each person consumes 
will be reduced to one eighth, 
and the world will be able to 
accommodate eight times as 
many people. 

This proposal also suggests 
a solution to the problems of 
crime and violence. People 
with tiny, three-foot bodies 
will have to use all their 
energy just to hold up their 
heads, and will hardly have 
enough strength left over to 
do each other any physical 
harm, Furthermore, certain 
selected groups, such as 
policemen and scientists, will 
be allowed to have normal- 
sized bodies, and thus will 
have no difficulty in control- 
ling three-foot criminals. Can 
you imagine a mob of three- 
foot, drug-crazed hippies try- 
ing to stage a riot against six- 
foot policemen? Ha ha ha. For 
that matter, we could make 
ten-foot policemen. 

Of course, the engineering 
of gross physical charac- 
teristics such as height, 
weight, number of arms and 
legs, etc. will only be the 
beginning. Later, we will be 
able to engineer in detail the 
chemical and electrical struc- 
ture of the brain. In this way 


we will be able to eliminate all 
forms of mental illness. Just 
think. No more mental 
hospitals stuffed with 
lunatics. No more criminals, 
no more dope fiends, no more 
reckless drivers, no more lazy 
people, no more communists, 
and no more reactionary 
bigots opposed to Science. 
Furthermore, there will be no 
more unhappiness. For, in- 
stead of struggling to create a 
society which will make peo- 
ple happy—as mankind has 
done unsuccessfully ever since 
the dawn of civilization—we 
can simply design human be- 
ings to.be happy with 
whatever social conditions 
happen to exist at the time. 
For example, we could make 
workers who enjoy being 


unemployed, and people 
generally who like genetic 
engineering. 

We can eliminate the 


useless waste of energy in- 
volved in sex. We can give 
people all the enjoyment of 
sex simply by electrically 
stimulating the appropriate 
areas of the brain; and 
reproduction could be carried 
out more efficiently without 
all that fuss. Instead of being 
created from the union of 
sperm and egg, people could 
be produced in factories from 
inorganic raw materials, 
Even the anti-science 
Philistines should look for- 
ward to genetic engineering. 


These characters are always 
worrying that people will be 
replaced by machines. But 
with the advent of genetic 
engineering, the tables will be 
turned—machines will be 
replaced by people, For exam- 
ple, we will be able to create a 
person with only a tiny, 
rudimentary body, but with a 
gigantic brain that will oc- 
cupy the entire internal 
volume of the Empire State 
Building. With suitably pro- 
grammed circuitry, such 
brains will be able to replace 
electronic computers, The 
point is that when we have 
created people who function 
exactly like machines, it will 
no longer be necessary to 
build machines. We will only 
build people. 

Emotionally confused in- 
dividuals who just don't 
understand what science is 
trying to do are often frighten- 
ed by such visions of the 
future. They don't understand 
that you can't stop progress, 
that you can't turn back the 
clock, They don’t understand 
that science is power, which is 
why those who favor science 
always win. 

Anyhow, if a bunch of ig- 
norant rubes like that think 
they can hold up the march of 
progress, they've got another 
thing coming. If they make 
trouble, we'll reconstruct their 
DNA and turn them into 
toads. And if you think that’s 
a joke, you just wait thirty 
years and see what we'll be 
able to do then, sucker. 


Embargo 


By L.E. SHAPIRO 


The president's embargo on 
wheat 

Was meant to cause the 
Soviets pain 

But as far as U.S. farmers 
are concerned 

It goes against the grain. 


